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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the Jews and 
Christians. Exodus Chapter 19. 


HE preceding chapter contains nothing but whole. 
fome advice, given by Jethro, Priest of Midian, 
and father-in-law to Mofes, relative to the establifhment 
of a judicial fystem ; but in this s9th chapter we again 
behold the fame deceptive conjuratiens of the dexterous 
leader of an ignorant, credulous and fanatic people. ‘The 
farce of {piritual arostocracy is here played off with great 
art and imprefsive ingenuity ; the people are kept ina 
state of blindnefs while Mofes is reciprocating his vifits 
trom Mount Sinai tothe Plains, and from the refidence 
of the people back to the Mount, under the pretence of 
being the bearer of important meffages from Jehovah to 
the chofen band. Thefe delution movements mixed 
with terrific confiderations were intended as preparatory 
steps to the promulgation of the Decalogue on which fo 
much praife has been bestowed, and concerning the cha- 
racter of which we fhall comment at large in our next 
number. Itis curious to obferve but it is a folemn truth 
that all miraculous fystems of religions are stuffed wit! 
hypocricy and unfair dealing ; this is remarkable in the 
cafe befere us and no ene can read with attention this 
rgth chapter of Exodus without being fully. convinced 
that Mofes and Aaron with their little fpiritual band of 
pretended demigods were impofing grofsly upon the 
people, under colour of holding fecret communication 
with the most Ligh upon Mount Sinai. Verfe 21 is as 
follows: * And the Lord faid unto Mofes, go down, 
charge the people, lest tacy break through unto the Lord 
to gaze, and many of them perifh.” Here the true cha- 
racter of priest-craft is maniiest, and stands fully expofed 
toour view! ‘They were terribly apprehenfive that the 
eople would break through and gaze !—Guaze at what? 
Why gaze at the tricks and deceptions of Moies aud Aaron 
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and thus difcover that they had been the dupes of their 
more artful and defizning leaders. ‘Thefe men had fkill 
and dexterity enough to know that their own power and 
fafety depended upon keeping the people in ignorance. 
if they had been permitted to enter the sanctum sancto- 
‘rem, the holy. of holies, and had found nothing there 
but the cunning hypocrily of dexterous juglers, they 
would have been difgusted with fuch unrighteous impolt- 
tions, and {worn vengeance against their authors. Such 
however, has been the charaéter of priest-craft in all 
ages and countries; the priests are always afraid the 
people will break through and gaze—that is break thro’ 
that veil of mystery which they have pioully fpread over 
the beautiful fun of truth, to conceal it from valgar eyes 
lest it fhould destroy vifion. Good fouls how much 
mankind are indebted to you for your kind care of their 
intelle€tual optics! Were it not for this facerdotal cir- 
cum{pection rath and thoughtlefs man would have broke 
through the facred veils of religious mystery—would 
have difcovered the glories of the most high,—the ene 
chanting dexterities of the priesthood, and must have ut- 
terly perifhed! O ye holy fathers how much we owe 
to your pious and [piritual care! Go onto perpetuate 
your mysterious ceremonies,—to blind the eyes of the 
people, and to render indistructible your.clerical predica- 
ment; but remember that reafon has fworn upon the 
alter of eternal justice, that you fhall one day anfwer at 
her bar,.and at the bar of God, for your crimes and im- 
pofitions—tor the miferies you have brought upon the 
human race. 
SRE 
To the Rev. JOHN MASON,+ 
One of the Ministers of the Scotch Presbyterian church, 
of New-York ; 
With Remarks on his account of the vifit he made to the 
late General Hamilton. 





“ Come now, letus reason together, saith the Lord” 
his is one of the paflages you quoted from your bible, 


+t This pie e was intended te be in the Prosped of last week, but did not arrive time 
enoug’ to be inserted, 
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m your converfation with General Hamilton, as given in 
your letter, figned with your name, and pub'ithed in the 
Commercial Advertifer, and cther New-York papers, 
and I re-quote the pafsage to fhew that your Text and 
your Religion contradict each other. 

It is impoflible to reason upon things no? comprebensi- 
ble by reason; and therefore, if you keep to your text, 
which priests feldom do, (for they are generally either 
above it, or below it, or forget it) your must admit a re. 
ligion to which reafon canapply, and this, certainly, is 


not the Christian religion. 
There is not an article in the Christian religion that is 


cognizable by realon. The Deistical article of your re. 
ligion, the belief of a God, is no more a Christian article, 
than it is a Mahometan article. It is an univerfal arti- 
cle, common to all religions, and which is held in greater 
purity by Turks than by Christians; but the Deistical 
church is the only one which holds it in real purity ; 
becaufe that church acknowledges no co-partnerfhip with 
God. It believes in him folely ; and knows nothing of 
Sons, married Virgins, nor Ghosts. It holds all thefe 
things to be the fables of priest-craft. 

Why then do you talk of reafon, or refer to it, fince 
your religion has nothing to do with reafon, nor reafon 
with that. You tell people, as you told Hamilton, that 
they must have faith, Faith in what? You ought to 
know that before the mind can have faith in any thing, 
it must either know it as a fact, or fee caufe to believe it 
on the probability of that kind of evidence that is cog | 
nizable by reafon: But your religion is not within either 
of thefe cafes; for, in the first place, you cannot prove it 
to be faét ; and in the fecond place, you cannot fupport 
itby reafon, not only becaufe it is not cognizable by rea 
fon, but becaufe it is contrary to reafon. What reafon 
ean there be in fuppofing, or believing, that God put Aim- 
self to death, to satisfy himself, and be revenged on the 
Devil on account of Adam ; for tell the story which way 
you will it comes to this at last. 

As youcan make no appeal to reafon in support of an. 
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unreafonable religion, you, then (and others of your pro- 
feflion) bring yourfelves off by telling people, they must 
not believe in reasonbut in revelation. ‘This is the arti- 
fice of habit without refleGtion. It is putting words in 
the place of things ; for do yon not fee, that when you 
tell people to believe in revelation, you must first prove 
that what you call revelation, és revelation; and as you 
cannot do this, you put the word which is eafily fpoken, 
in the place of the ¢2img you cannot prove. You have no 
more evidence that your Golpel is revelation than the 
"Turks have that their Koran is revelation, and the only 
difference between them and you is, that they preach 
their deiufion and you preach yours. 

In your converfation with General Hamilton, you fay 
tohim, “ The simple truths of the Gofpel which require 
no abstruse investization, but faith in the veracity of Gdd, 
who cannot lie, are best fuited to your prefent condition.’ 

If thofe matters you call ‘* simp'e truths,” are what 
you call them, and reguire no abstruse investigation, 
they would be fo obvious ihat reafon would eafily com- 
prehend them; yet the doctrine vou preach at other 
times is, That the mysteries of the Gospel are beyond the 
reach of reason. It your first pofition be true, that they 
are “ simple truths,” priests are unneceflary, for we do 
not want preachers to tell us the fun fhines: and if your 
fecond be true, the cafe, asto effect, is the fame, for it 
is waste of money to pay a man to explain unexplainable 
things. and lois of time tolistentohim. ‘That * God 
cannot lie,’ isno advantage to your argument, becaule it 
is no proof that priests cannot, or that the bible does 
not. id not Paul lie when he told the Theflalonians 
that the general refurreétion of the dead would be in his 
life-time, and that he fhould go up alive along with them 
into the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 4& ‘Thefs. 
chap. 4, v. 27. 

You {poke of what you call, ‘ the precious blood of 
Christ.” ‘This favage stile of language belongs to the 
priests of the Caristian religion. The profefsors of this 
religion fay they are shocked at the accounts of human 
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facrifices of which they read in the histories of fome coun. 
trics. Dothey not fee that their own religion is founded 
on a human facrifice, the blood of man, of which their 
priests talk like fo manv butchers. It is no wonder the 
Christian religion has been fo bloody in its effects, for it 
began in blood, and many thoufands of human facrifices 
have fince been offered on the alter of the Christian ree 
ligion. 

It is neceffary to the charafter of a religion, as being 
true, and immutable as God himfelf is, that the evi- 
dences of it be equally the fame through all periods of 
time and circumstance. ‘his is not the cafe with the 
Christian religion, nor with that of the Jews that preced- 
edit, (ior there wasatime, andthat within the know- 
Jedge of history, when thefe religions did not exist) nor 
is jt the cafe with any religion we know of but the religion 
of Deifm. Inthis the evidences are eternal and univer- 
fal —* The Heavens diclare the glory of God, and the fir- 
mament sheweth his handy work,—Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night shweth knowkdge.”* But 
ail other religions are mudeto arife frem fome local cir- 
cumstance, and are introduced by fome temporary trifle 
which its partizans call a miracle, but of which there is 
no proof but the story of it. 





* This Pfalm (19) which is a Deistical Psalm, is fo 
much in the manner of fome parts of the book of Job, 
(which is not a book of the Jews, and does not belong to 
the bible) that it has the appearance of having been trani- 
Jated into Hebrew from the fame language in which the 
book of Job was originally written, and brought by the 
Jews from Chaldea or Perfia, when they returned from 
captivity. The contemplation of the Heavens made a 
great part of the religious devotion of the Chaldeans and 
Perfians, and their religious festivals were regulated by 
the progrefs of the fun through the twelve figns of the 
Zodiac. Butthe Jews knew nothing about the Heavens, 
or they would not have told the foolifh story of the 
fun’s standing still upon a hill, and the moon ina valley. 
What could they want the moon lor ia the day-time? 
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The Jewifh religion, according to the history of it, bea 
gan in a wilderness, and the Christian religion in a sta» 
ble. ‘The Jewith books tell us of wonders exhibited up- 
on Mount Sinai. It happened that nobody lived there 
to contradict the account. The Christian books tell us 
of a star that hung over the stad/e at the birth of Jefus. 
There is no star there now, nor any perfon living that 
faw it. but all the stars in the Heavens bear eternal evi-. 
dence to the truth of Deifm. It did not begin in a sta- 
ble, nor ina wildernefs. It began every where; The 
theatre of the univerfe is the place of its birth. 

As adoration paid to any being but GOD. himfelf is 
idolatry, the Christian religion by paying adoration to a 
man, born of a woman, called Mary, belongs to the Ido-.. 
latrous clafs of religions, and confequently the confola- 
tion drawn from it is delufion. Between you and your 
rival in communion.ceremonies, Dr. Moore, of the: 
E.pifcopal church, you have, in order to make yourfelves 
appear of {ome importance, reduced General Hamilton’s. 
character to that ofa feeble-minded man, who in going 
out of the world wanted a pafsport from a priest. Which 
of you was first or last applied to for this purpofe is a 
matter of no confequence. 

The man, fir, who puts his trust and confidence in. 
in God, that leads a just and moral life, and endeavours 
co de good, does not trouble himfelf about priest when 
his hour of departure comes, nor permit priests to trou- 
bic themlelves about him. They are, in general, mif- 
chieveus Beings where character is concerned; a cone 
fylration of priests is worfe than aconfultationof phy- 


ficiaus. A Member of the Deistical Congregation. 
a 
Lines written on reading the 12th* verse of 10th chapr 
of Joshua. 


Pythagoras, Ptolemy, Newton and Keil, 
Wich Flamsted and Pilato ferene, 
Whence cometh your filence on that great event, 
That happen’d in old Palestine? 
* Sun stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moons. 


- 


in te vallew of Ajalon, 
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The fun and the moon at a gen’ral’s command, ° 
Stood still as if fix’d with a nail, 

That, righ over Gibeon stood, it is faid, 
This, right over Ajalon’s vale. 

Orbs moving in orbits, poles pointing to poles, 
And plane’s inclination to plane, 

With circles eccentrick, concentrick, ellipfe, 
All thefe you correétly explain. 

In this you’re defeciive, you have not told how 
Two orbs in their courfe could stand still, 

For, many do think, that as well might be stopp’d 
‘T'wo cogs in the wheel ofa mill. 

If General Jofhua had a /ong day, 
His Antipodes had a long night— 

Thefe tir’d of the beds, walk’d about and exclaim’d, 
* What keeps Sol fo long from our fight ?’ 

Sure Sumnus has feized him while bent on his courfe, 
And Lullaby fung at his ear, 

Or Syrens and Trytons with mufick most fweet, 
Have stopp’d his progrefsive career: 

Or Thetis, fair goddefs of ocean, perhaps, 
Has on him her influence fhed, 

And by her lewd gambols and amorous mein, 
Entic’d him to go to her bed: 

Or Neptune regales at his banquetting houfe, 
Where he has invited the Sun, 

Ambrofia to eat, and {weet nectar to drink, 
And fhare inthe Deities fun : 

Or, by his tranfyrefling fome primary law, 
Which coeval was with the world, 

Omnipotent wrath he has thereby incurr’d, 
And is to oblivion hurl’d. 

‘Thus argu’d dilconfolate nations, meanwhile, 
Their children with hunger did baw, 

Pigs {queak’d, horfes pranc’d, fowls dropp’d from their 

roost, 

And oxen did low at the stall. 

What doubl’d their fear and increas’d their alarm, 
What troubl’d their minds more and more, 
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The ride they perceived at full height did remain, 
And would not depart from the fhore. 

Sea threat’ning destruction to all on its coast, 
And darknefs o’erfpreading the land, 

Led man to conjecture that Neptune and Nox 
Were jointly fupreme in command. 

Thus all was confufion, fufpence and uproar, 
>Mong man, woman, child, fowl, and beast, 

Whea, lo! comes the twilight! anon! ina trice! 
Brizht Poebus appears in the Fast. 

Tie gloomy defpair that pervaded each mind, 
While darknefs imperv’ous remain’d, 

Was instanly chang’d, and each heart, mind and face, 
Its wonted appearance regain’d. : 

Unnatural darknefs difpell’d on the earth, 
On fea nature’s order restor’d; 

To him who rules all, fongs of praife then were fung, 
And were with great fervour encor’d. 
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TEMPLE OF NATURE. 





A plan is now under confideration, in this city, for 
the purchafe of a lot, and the erection of a building in. 
tended to be ufed for the worship of One GOD Supreme 
and Benevolent Creator of the world; and for other pur- 
poles of aliteraty kind. To facilitate an cbjeét fo impor 
tant, a meeting of the friends to Natural Religion will 
be convened on Monday evening next, at feven o’clock, 
at Snow’s, No. 89, Broadway ; at which time and place 
all perfons who with toencourage this plan, are re{pect- 
fully invited to attend. 
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